
January 12: an anniversary amidst the pain  

Exactly one year ago, an earthquake hit Haiti leaving over 3000.000 dead, according to 
official sources. Today the Haitian population lives the first anniversary of the tragedy 
amidst pain, not only because of the remembrance of the victims but also because of 
the current deplorable life conditions and the deep political crisis that the country 
faces.  

In this first anniversary, the Jesuit Refugee Service, JRS, remembers with prayers our 
brothers and sisters who died and at the same time invites all national and 
international agents implied to work together in the assessment of our activities in 
order to build a better future for Haiti. 

From January 9 to 12, together with other members of the Society of Jesus, the JRS has 
carried out various activities such as Masses, conferences, cultural and religious events 
in this first anniversary under the slogan "Haiti: between pain and hope".  

Expulsion threats for the displaced   

 Today, January 12, 1011, hundreds of thousands of displaced people are forced by the 
owners of the lands where they set up their tents, to leave the camps. “ Where shall 
we go? What are we going to do?”, asks a displaced person from the camp of 
Automeca, in  Delmas 33, in Puerto Príncipe. 

“We have met on January 7, with the representatives of the Ministry of the Interior 
and with delegates from over 20 non government organizations with no specific 
results" says a representative of the camp of  Henfrasa, also at  Delmas 33. 

The displaced are growingly threatened with expulsions by the land owners. The 
Haitian authorities remain indifferent to their cries for help, in spite of the 
recommendation by the Inter American Commission for Human rights on November 
18, 2010, to the Haitian State "to adopt a moratoria on the expulsions from the camps 
for the displaced until a new government is in place".  

 

A political crisis which may grow  

On the other hand, Haiti  is falling into a deep political crisis since the controversial 
presidential elections on November 28, 2010.  

12 out of the  19 presidential candidates demanded, on the same November 28, the 
annulment of the elections because of fraud an irregularities carried out in favour of 
the official candidate Jude Célestin. 

The followers of candidate  Joseph Michel Martelly also complained on the results f 
the first round of elections, proclaimed by the Provisional Election Council, whom they 
accuse of complicity with the official party. Those results gave Martelly the third place, 
which would imply his immediate elimination form the second round of elections.  



In view of the political crisis resulting from the complaints of election results, President 
René Garcia Préval asked the Organization of American States, OAS, a technical 
evaluation of the election process.  
The results of this evaluation report is expected these days. However it is not sure that 
the Haitian political actors, specially the candidates and the Chief of State, will accept 
the conclusions of the OAS.  

 

Until when this post electoral crisis?  

Everything indicates that current election agenda will not be respected. This agenda 
foresees  holding the second election round on January 16, 2011, and the 
proclamation, based on the Haitian Constitution, of the new elected president on 
February 7. 

This situation could even complicate more the political crisis since opposition parties 
and several sectors of Haitian society, demand the stepping down of the current 
President  René Garcia Préval on February 7.  

On the other hand, the Chief of State has expressed on several occasions his wish to 
yield power to a president elected and not to a provisional government. 

 

 

 A sombre social situation 

The political crisis makes the social situation in Haiti difficult since it weakens the 
Haitian State which is incapable of answering to the most crucial social problems such 
as the relocation of almost one million displaced persons, meeting their basic needs, 
the cleaning up of the debris and the fight against the cholera epidemic which has 
taken a toll of 3.400 dead and infected another 157.000. 

Insecurity and violence provoked by the political crisis do not help the efforts of the 
humanitarian organizations  to assist the population with lacking basic services such as 
health, education, drinking water, electricity, sanitary services... 

A year after the earthquake, the reconstruction of Haiti has not begun because of lack 
of funds and because the Haitian population has been excluded from the process. The 
Interim Haiti Recovery Commission, IHRC, presided jointly by ex American President 
Bill Clinton and Haitian Prime Minister  Jean-Max Bellerive, is far from meeting 
expected results.  


