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introduction:  
amazon School

María Prieto's fund rises up from the desire to keep the presence and 

the memory of María in the life of her family and friends.  

There is no better way to remember and to honor her, than being 

generous with the most vulnerable ones, so that, via the education, 

they will become more independent and self-sufficient.   

The Amazon School project is the vehicle with which we demonstrate 

this generosity, by improving the education at 3 schools, located at the 

peruvian rainforest, where indigenous Wampis and Awayun children 

and youth study.  

This initiative is managed by Entreculturas, a NGO promoted by the 

Company of Jesus that works in Peru with Fe y Alegría, an educational 

entity founded in 1955 which attends more than 1,5 million people in 

21 countries.  

More information and
videos of the project are

available on the website :

www.entreculturas.org/en/amazon-school
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The goal of the Amazon School project is to improve the education of 

905 indigenous Wampis and Awayun students and the training of 59 

teachers of three schools from Alto Marañon, at the peruvian 

rainforest, through these components:  

Quality education adapted to the context of the amazon

rainforest and the indigenous Wampis and Awayun culture.  

Technical and professional training that allows youth to find an 

employment in the area and with the available resources there. 

Teacher training to improve the quality of the education and to 

increase their motivation.  

Who we attend 

Get to know more about
the  indigenous Wampis 
and Awayun here: 

bit.ly/Aguarunas

6

http://bit.ly/Aguarunas


The Amazon School project 

takes place in 3 schools from 

Alto Marañón, in the peruvian 

rainforest, whose students are 

indigenous from the 

amazonian people Wampis 

and Awayun. 

Where we work 
Education for children 

and youth for primary and 

secondary schools adapted to 

the amazonian context that 

will improve their learning 

opportunities. 

Teacher training from primary 

and secondary schools 

in farming production, food 

industries, pedagogical 

strategies and methodologies 

and communication 

techniques.  

Equipment and 

improvement of  the 

schools infrastructures. 

Distribution of school 

material.  

Development of  productive 

projects and participation in 

trade fairs.  

what we do 

The Fe y Alegría 55 School 

"Valentín Salegui" is 

a secondary school, situated at 

the province of Bagua.  

The Fe y Alegría 

62 School "San José" is a 

primary and secondary school, 

located at the province of 

Bagua.  

The Technical Institute from 

Nieva Fe y Alegría 74 is located 

at the province of 

Condorcanqui, at the basin of 

the river Alto Marañón 

and provides technical 

education.  
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The amazonian Wampis and 

Awayun villages are located in 
the provinces of Bagua and 
Condorcanqui, at the peruvian 
rainforest, and they are isolated 
territories with very difficult 
access.  

Currently these villages 
are affected by deforestation 
and mining activity, which take 
no consideration of the 
environmental risks, such as the 
contamination of rivers with 
mercury and other heavy 
metals.  

All of this endangers the 
survival of these populations 
who make a living out of 
fishing, harvesting and hunting, 
although nowadays is more 
frequent for them to be 
limited to a subsistence  
agricultural  
production, due to the 
increasing deterioration of the 
rainforest.  

In addition to these 

depredatory systems, we find 

an increase of the 

population as well as new 

needs in terms of health, 

education and transport, 

which makes the situation of 

these populations critical.  

In this context, Wampis and 

Awayun children are victims 

of an extreme situation of 

exclusion. They face diseases, 

severe malnutrition, hygiene 

deficits and, specially, lack of 

learning and future 

opportunities.  

The rainforest is an immense 

space, rich in natural 

resources, cultural 

diversity and values. However, 

the population lives in the 

most severe poverty 

conditions, leading to 

an extreme inequality, a lack 

of opportunities and human 

rights violations.  

Context 
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Location 
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Technical Institute 

from Nieva Fe y 

Alegría 74 

The project takes place in three 

educative centers located in the 

provinces of Condorcanqui and 

Bagua (shown in red on the big 

map) that belong to the 

Amazonian Department in 

Perú (show in red on the small 

map).  

Fe y Alegría 55  

School Valentín 

Salegui  

Fe y Alegría 62 

School San José  
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The lack of qualified and 

skilled teachers complicates 

the pertinent learning.  

High rates of violence in the 

families from this zone affect 

negatively to the children's 

development.  

High rates of 
teacher's absenteeism in the 

most remote educational 

centers.  

Low level in reading skills and 

math´s comprehension in 

secondary education are 

disturbingly low.  

The education situation 

High rates of illiteracy, the 

average in the area is four times

higher than in the whole 

country. 

65% of the local 
population registered in the 

census has a low educational 
level, meaning they have not 

finished primary 

school. Even those who access 

secondary education, have 

enormous difficulties for the 

development of basic 

competences needed in life.  

The rate of dropouts of school 
is 6 times higher than the 

national average, and 12% of 

the girls are out of class, being 

very significant the high rate 

of early dropouts from school.  

The main difficulties that the education system faces in these areas are:  
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In this territorial space, unique for its richness and diversity, Fe y 

Alegría works so that the rainforest does not become a place from 

which to escape, but rather be a space of pride, hope and 

development for hundreds of indigenous children and their families.  

We believe that the key to ensure a different future is education. An 

education which not only respects ethnic diversity but which also 

incorporates it as the key for success. An education that protects 

specially girls and that allows children to gain comprehensive 

competences, techniques and values. An education that rather than 

turning away from the rainforest, bets on the biodiversity respect and 

promotes sustainable and responsible livelihoods.  

An education that avoids the adolescents to escape from the Amazon 

rainforest. 

The Amazon School project promotes a space for hope through the 

following educational centers:  

Fe y Alegría 55 School 
Valentí Salegui: a secondary 

school, located in the province 

of Bagua.

Fe y Alegría 62 School San 

José: a primary and secondary 

school located in the province 

of Bagua. 

The Technical Institute of 
Nieva Fe y Alegría 

74: located in the province of 

Condorcanqui at the basin of 

the river Alto Marañón river.

Our response: amazon school
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GOALS

The three educational centers of the present project promote an integral 

training that ensures:  

Intercultural education for the enrolled students that will allow children 

and youth to increase their self-esteem and that will help them 

recognize their values and capacities.  

Technical education that will facilitate professional training and 

qualification adapted to the context so they can diversify their options to 

access a decent job.  

Teacher´s training in order to provide a quality education for students as 

well as innovating experiences in agroforestry system, renewable energy 

use, breeding and sustainable agricultural production.  
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"A girl learns here to love and 
value herself, to know that she 
is important for her culture, for 
her community and that her 
actions revert back to Peru".  

Sister Elvira Villar. Director 

of "San José" Scholl, Chiriaco 
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Primary education for 

Awayun and Wampis 

children adapted to the 

amazonian context.  

Development of productive 

programs regarding 

technical education 

(cultivation, breeding, 

craftwork, etc.) by secondary 

school students. 

Acomodation and support 
of the students from the two 

secondary (boarding) 

schools, who could not 

attend school if they did not 

have this option. 

Training of primary and 

secondary teachers 

in farming production and 

food industries with help of 

amazonian experts and local 

producers. 

Internship of students and 

teachers at local productive 

initiatives in order to put into 

practice the knowledge 

acquired at the schools. 

Training of students and 

teachers in communication 

techniques and pedagogical 

strategies.

Design of education
programs and elaboration of 

pedagogical materials and 

manuals adapted to the 

amazonian context. 

Follow-up visits to the schools 

carried out by the Fe y Alegría 

pedagogical team to support 

the teachers and to ensure the 

quality of education.

Reform of the water supply 

system at the education 

centers for the implementation 

of the productive projects.

Participation at local trade 

fairs to spread the developing 

projects and practice the 

learned communication skills. 

main Activities
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"There are several difficulties, 
but the biggest ones are for 
those who come from long 
distance communities, 3 to 4 
hours walk To these 
adolescents we are offering the 
boarding schools so they can 
study and become 
professionals."  

Nelly Sempertegui, director of 
education center  
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FyA 62 

       Primary  

       Secondary 

FyA 55 Secondary 

FyA 74 Technical 
TOTAL 

Beneficiaries 

Budget in euros  

H 

129
0 
286 
45 
460 

Equipment, infrastructure and supplies                53.975 

Technical services                                                         62.035 

Local staff and training                                                15.348 

Travel, accommodation and subsistence              27.042 

Management and monitoring                                   21.600               

Total: 180.000 €

This project benefits directly 905 students and 59 

teachers from the three educational centers. 

M 

99 
291
0 
55 
445 

Total 
students  

228 
291
286 
100 
905 

Total 
teachers 

11 
15 
21 
12 
59 

TOTAL 

239 
306 
307 
112 
964 

Likewise, a total of 1.910 people from the children's families 
and local producers of the area are the indirect beneficiaries. 

Student´s families
Local producers 
TOTAL 

H 

905 
75 
980 

M 

905 
25 
930 

TOTAL 

1.810 
100 
1.910 

The project in figures 

17



1.- You can visit the project's website: 

www.entreculturas.org/en/amazon-school 

2.-You can make a donation to the project bank account at Caixa 

Bank:  

                ES96 2100 1563 3002 0012 2573 

                BIC: CAIXAESBBXXX 

                Title: Fundación Entreculturas Escuela Selva 

3.- You can call us to:  +34 91 590 26 72 

FUNDACIÓN ENTRECULTURAS 

Maldonado 1, 3º. 28006 Madrid. Spain 

Tel. +34 91 590 26 72 

noticias@entreculturas.org 

CIF: G-82409020 

Thank to your support, many children will have the opportunity to 

build a better future.  

 

 

 

If you want to join the AMAZON SCHOOL project: 

If you would like to collaborate
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¡Thank 
you !


